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 ÒÕNow a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son b e-
longs to it forever.ÕÓ (John 8:35)
Ò. . . those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you
did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, ÔAbba, Father.Õ
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are GodÕs children.
Now if we are children, then we are heirsÑheirs of God and co-heirs
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may
also share in his glory.Ó (Romans 8:14Ð17)
ÒAre you saved?Ó
Has anyone ever asked you that? What did you answer? If the question
makes you feel uncomfortable, why?
Has anyone ever approached you on the sidewalk and said, ÒIf you were to
die tonight, would you be sure of receiving eternal life?Ó
Well, would you? Are you sure? On what basis are you sure?
I teach the Bible to college students from many denominations. About a
fourth of them are from one of the many Evangelical denominations which en-
courage members to refer to themselves as ÒBorn Again.Ó When these students
ask, ÒAre you saved?Ó they may mean ÒHave you accepted Jesus Christ as your
Savior and Lord and been born again?Ó However, ÒsavedÓ is, for them, also a
code word meaning Òone of us.Ó Thus, I hear students say, ÒHeÕs savedÓ when
they mean ÒHeÕs a fundamentalist Christian like we are, so heÕs okay.Ó
These ÒsavedÓ students often believe in the teaching theologians call Òeter-
nal security,Ó but my students refer to as Òonce saved, always saved.Ó By this
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they generally mean they believe that having once been ÒsavedÓ at a specific
time, they can never be lost, no matter what they do.1
The majority of my students are far less certain of their salvation, even if
they too claim Christ as their Savior. In many cases they are correct to be un-
certain, because their walk with God has been very erratic and they see little
evidence of the fruit of the Spirit in their lives (Gal 5:22Ð23). In other cases,
they are walking with God, but modest or unwilling to predict the perseverance
of their present faith to the end.
What does the Bible teach? What is assured, what is certain, or at least as
certain as possible in a world where our faith is in something and Someone we
do not yet see (Heb 11:1)? How assured can we be of our own individual salva-
tion? Do some of us deny an assurance of salvation we could fairly claim? Do
some of us claim an assurance of salvation which is more accurately called pre-
sumption?
One of my favorite hymns, a hymn IÕve heard sung by dozens of congrega-
tions, is this:
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Fanny Crosby, who wrote these words in 1873, identified, in the lyrics, seven
excellent reasons for her own assurance of salvation, all based on her faith in the
trustworthiness of GodÕs promises in His Word:
1. ÒHeir of salvationÓ [that is, adoption as a child of God];
2. ÒPurchase of GodÓ [that is, ransom or redemption from sin and Satan];
                                                 
1
 Norman L. Geisler, who himself believes in “eternal security,” has revealed what I call the
“dirty little secret” of the “once saved, always saved” teaching in his book Chosen But Free: A Bal-
anced View of Divine Election (Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1999). On the basis of 1 John 2:19,
Geisler argues that if people do not persevere in their faith to the end or at least do not die in their
faith, it is because they were never born again and so were never actually “saved.” My students use
this argument sometimes, but never about themselves. Consider, though, the case of a student who
believes in eternal security and claims to be born again, believes he is born again, is told he is born
again. He is sure he can never be lost. In later years, however, he turns away from God and dies
unrepentant. Geisler says this proves he was never actually born again, or he would have remained
faithful. Where, though, is the security in the “once saved, always saved” position if you can never
be sure if you have really been “once saved”? The result is that where the Arminian says, “I have
been born again, but if I turn away forever I’ll be lost,” the believer in eternal security has to say, “If
I’ve been born again, I can never be lost, but I won’t know until I die faithful if I’ve actually been
born again.” As Geisler points out, the end result is the same (130). Many believers in eternal secu-
rity, of course, don’t hear this “dirty little secret” from their pastors. I prefer the Arminian teaching
that we can indeed have assurance of salvation, even though that assurance is conditional on perse-
verance. This paper shows that the Bible gives us evidences by which we can know we have been
born again. If Geisler’s position is correct, then we could exhibit all these evidences, yet not be born
again at all. The result is that we have no real way of knowing if we have in fact been born again.
We can claim it on the basis of a powerful emotion, but we may be mistaken, so we have no assur-
ance at all. It seems unwise to deny people the assurance offered by God’s Word because it conflicts
with a theological presupposition based on a few proof texts.
CHRISTIAN: BLESSED ASSURANCE? YES!
241
3. ÒBorn of his SpiritÓ [that is, having been born again];
4. ÒWashed in His bloodÓ [that is, sacrificial atonement and baptism];
5. ÒI in my SaviourÓ [that is, assurance through being Òin ChristÓ];
6. ÒFilled with His goodnessÓ [that is, the evidence of salvation given by
the fruit of the Spirit and Òthe fruit of the lightÓ (Eph 5:9)]; and
7.  ÒPerfect submissionÓ [that is, walking consistently and humbly with
God].
I could simply say ÒAmenÓ and stop there, but perhaps I should say more.
Assurance and Presumption
There is a true assurance of salvation which can be enjoyed by every
Christian who trustfully walks in the Òpath of lifeÓ (Ps 16:11), who lives by
ÒÔevery word that comes from the mouth of GodÕÓ (Matt 4:4). Even though we
slip and fall from time to time, we will be saved and live with God forever if we
continue to repent and continue to walk with God, rather than turning away from
Him and walking in the Òway of deathÓ (Rev 14:4; Heb. 11; Jer 21:8). Sinners
with ears open to the still, small voice of the Spirit and with a continual, teach-
able attitude of humble repentance swim in a sea of forgiveness in the heart of
God. If they remain in that sea they can never be lost, even if they Òfall short of
the glory of GodÓ every day of their mortal lives (Rom 3:23; John 3:16).
There is also a false assurance of salvation which is better called presump-
tion because it is not based on the full teaching of GodÕs Word and may lead to
destruction. Some walk in the Òway of death,Ó as it is called in Jeremiah 21:8,
because they presume God is so loving that He will eventually save everyone, so
they choose to live in sin. Others walk in the Òway of deathÓ because they pre-
sume salvation is theirs because they were baptized and confirmed in the Òtrue
faith,Ó even though they live in sin. Some walk in the Òway of deathÓ because
they presume being Òborn againÓ is the work of a single moment of faith that
does not need to lead to a lifelong walk with God (in contrast with James 1:4:
ÒPerseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything.Ó). Others walk in the Òway of deathÓ because they presume a
ÒSpiritÓ which tells them to do what the Bible forbids is GodÕs new truth for
today. Some walk in the Òway of deathÓ because they presume it is impossible
for Christians to sin, whatever they do (a faulty reading of 1 John 3:9).
Assurance of GodÕs Faithfulness
There are two types of true assurance we need to consider. One is the assur-
ance that Jesus saves, that God is who He claims to be, that He will fulfill His
promises.2 The other is the assurance of our own salvation. Many Christians
                                                 
2
 The most important SDA source for this aspect of assurance is Hans K. LaRondelle’s Assur-
ance of Salvation (Nampa, ID: Pacific Press, 1999). LaRondelle was also the principal contributor to
the Sabbath School Lesson Quarterly on the topic (January–March 2000), but the book provides a
more detailed look at the topic. I have made use of some of LaRondelle’s categories in the section
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who claim to be certain that God is faithful are not sure that they themselves are
faithful or that God intends to be faithful to them. LetÕs look at these two types
of assurance in the light of what God says to us in the Bible.
Assurance in GodÕs Word. Assurance is built on GodÕs Word. If GodÕs
Word is not true and trustworthy, any assurance we may feel is no more than
presumption. If the Bible is only partly true, only partly reliable, there can be no
assurance. Why? If part of the Bible is not true, how do we know that the part
we think is true is in fact true? Assurance begins with our trusting that the whole
Bible is true and GodÕs Word to us and for us. (1 Thes. 2:13 ÒAnd we also thank
God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard
from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of
God, which is at work in you who believe.Ó) All of what follows is assuredly
true only if GodÕs Word can be trusted.
Assurance in GodÕs Plan. In Rev 12 Christ reveals to John the great con-
troversy between Michael and the dragonÑbetween Christ and Satan. He re-
veals the war in heaven that led to Satan being cast down to earth, where he
Òleads the whole world astrayÓ (v. 9), Òaccuses them before our God day and
nightÓ (v. 10), and makes war against Òthose who obey GodÕs commandments
and hold to the testimony of JesusÓ (v. 17).
GodÕs Word assures us, though, that God has a plan to rescue us and that
the end is at hand. We find that assurance in Isaiah 14:23Ð27, in the very chapter
in which God gives a coded message to His people about the fall of Lucifer:
The LORD Almighty has sworn, ÒSurely, as I have planned, so it will
be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand. I will crush the Assyrian
in my land [the enemy, Satan]; on my mountains I will trample him
down. His yoke will be taken from my people, and his burden re-
moved from their shoulders.Ó This is the plan determined for the
whole world; this is the hand stretched out over all nations. For the
LORD Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him? His hand is
stretched out, and who can turn it back?
In the final chapter of GodÕs Word, Christ assures us that He has not for-
gotten His plan. ÒÔBehold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will
give to everyone according to what he has doneÕÓ (Rev 22:12). If GodÕs Word is
true, then we have full assurance that this salvation will come to pass as prom-
ised.
Assurance of GodÕs Love. If we can trust GodÕs Word, we can have com-
plete assurance in GodÕs unchanging love and His longing to adopt us as His
children. Jeremiah 31:3 says, ÒThe LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: ÔI
have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-
kindness.ÕÓ God says, ÒÔI the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of
Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned
                                                                                                              
which follows. However, the primary intent of this paper is to examine the evidences on which per-
sonal assurance of salvation might be based, and these are outside the scope of LaRondelle’s book.
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away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to
you,Õ says the LORD AlmightyÓ (Mal 3:6Ð7).
Assurance in Christ the God/Man. If GodÕs Word is not mistaken, we
have the assurance that in Christ the Son of God became man and died in our
place, so we could have life. John tells us, ÒThe Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truthÓ (John 1:14). Jesus tells
Nicodemus, ÒÔFor God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through himÕÓ (John 3:16Ð17). Paul writes, in Rom 3:25Ð26, ÒGod presented
him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to dem-
onstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed
beforehand unpunishedÑhe did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time,
so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.Ó Peter
writes, ÒFor you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you
from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without
blemish or defectÓ (1 Pet 1:18Ð19).
Assurance in ChristÕs Resurrection and Ascension. It GodÕs Word is
true, we have the assurance that Christ rose from the grave in glorified flesh and
ascended to heaven. When Jesus appears to His disciples after His resurrection,
He says, ÒÔLook at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a
ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I haveÕÓ (Luke 24:39). Preach-
ing on the Day of Pentecost, Peter says, ÒÔSeeing what was ahead, he [David]
spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave,
nor did his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all wit-
nesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the
Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and
hearÕÓ (Acts 2:31Ð33). Peter writes, ÒHe was chosen before the creation of the
world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you be-
lieve in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith
and hope are in GodÓ (1 Pet 1:20Ð21).
Assurance of a Heavenly High Priest. If GodÕs Word is not mistaken, we
have the assurance that Christ, as our heavenly High Priest, continues to make
possible our connection to the heavenly Father who loves us. In Heb 2:17 Paul
writes: ÒFor this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in or-
der that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God,
and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.Ó He continues, in
Heb 4:15Ð16, ÒFor we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just
as we areÑyet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time
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of need.Ó In MosesÕ day the Holy God so longed to dwell among His unholy
people that He asked them to build Him a sanctuary, a tent, where He could live
(cf. John 1:14). There He could be surrounded by those He loved, even though
no one could live within half a mile of Him because of His holiness. They
couldnÕt actually enter into His presence, though He longed for them to be able
to do so, but by setting aside sin and uncleanness and through repentance and
the blood they could Òdraw nighÓ (Heb 7:19; James 4:8). ChristÕs heavenly
ministry is not to appease the wrath of God, but to mediate as God/Man between
the Father and humanity so repentant sinners who cannot by themselves ap-
proach a loving but Holy God can receive the reconciliation the Father so ear-
nestly longs for.
Assurance of a Heavenly Defender. GodÕs Word assures us that Christ de-
fends us against SatanÕs accusations. We find in Job 1:7 that Satan roams
through the earth. Peter tells us Satan is roaming through the earth looking for
Òsomeone to devourÓ (1 Pet 5:8). Christ reveals to John that the dragon tried to
ÒdevourÓ the Òchild,Ó Christ Himself, when He was born (Rev 12:4). In Job we
learn that Satan accuses us before God of unfaithfulness (Job 1:6Ð12, 2:1Ð7), but
faithful Job, unable to defend himself, says, ÒEven now my witness is in heaven;
my advocate is on highÓ (Job 16:19). Christ reveals to John that Satan accuses
the brethren Òday and nightÓ before God, but John also writes, ÒMy dear chil-
dren, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we
have one who speaks to the Father in our defenseÑJesus Christ, the Righteous
OneÓ (1 John 2:1).
It is common and comforting to speak of our having assurance in heaven
because our defense attorney is our big brother and our judge is our fatherÑhow
can we lose? We mustnÕt forget, though, that though the Father Himself loves
us, He is utterly holy and can do no wrong, so when Satan accuses, God must be
absolutely fair. God loved Job, yet when Satan accused Job, God had to test Job
and prove him righteous. The assurance that comes from having Christ as our
heavenly defender is that while we are being accused in absentia, we are not
without representation. Like Job, we have Òan advocateÓ to speak up in our de-
fense when we are accused by the adversary, one who knows what it is like to be
human and Òtempted in every wayÓ (Heb 4:15).
Assurance of Judgment Against the Wicked. If we can trust GodÕs Word,
we have the assurance that God will judge the wicked who hurt His children,
find them guilty, and destroy them. In Revelation the seven trumpet judgments,
the seven plagues that fall on the earth, and the destruction of Babylon all occur
in response to the prayers of the saints for salvation and justive.3 God says to
Moses, ÒÔI have indeed seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard
their groaning and have come down to set them freeÕÓ (Acts 7:34). When Christ
returns, it will again be in response to the oppression of His people.
                                                 
3
 Rev 5:8; 6:9–11; 8:3–5; 16:1, 5–7; 17:6; 18:4–6, 20, 24; 19:2.
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Listen to the prophetic message God gives to Zephaniah:
The great day of the LORD is nearÑnear and coming quickly. Lis-
ten! The cry on the day of the LORD will be bitter, the shouting of
the warrior there. That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress
and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and blackness, a day of trumpet and battle cry against
the fortified cities and against the corner towers. I will bring distress
on the people and they will walk like blind men, because they have
sinned against the LORD. Their blood will be poured out like dust
and their entrails like filth. Neither their silver nor their gold will be
able to save them on the day of the LORDÕs wrath. In the fire of his
jealousy the whole world will be consumed, for he will make a sud-
den end of all who live in the earth. (Zeph 1:14Ð18)
Peter tells us, ÒThat day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire,
and the elements will melt in the heatÓ (2 Pet 3:12).
There are those who deny GodÕs wrath because they canÕt reconcile it with
His love. Yet those same people may proclaim GodÕs call to help those who are
oppressed. Does God hear prayers? Does God answer prayers? If GodÕs adopted
children plead with Him to free them from those who are hurting them and de-
stroying the earth (Rev 11:18), can they fairly expect God to respond? If you
caught someone harming your children, would you not be tempted to use vio-
lence against that person, were it not that God says ÒVengeance is mine; I will
repayÓ (Deut 32:35)? Would you not cry out for justice? GodÕs wrath is His re-
sponse against those who try to persecute or pervert His children. It is a right-
eous wrath, not a sadistic wrath. It consumes and destroys in order to put an end
to suffering.
Romans 1:18 says, ÒThe wrath of God is being revealed from heaven
against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by
their wickedness, . . .Ó In Rom 2:5, Paul writes, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, ÒBut because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are
storing up wrath against yourself for the day of GodÕs wrath, when his righteous
judgment will be revealed.Ó We can have full assurance that if God can be
trusted, these promises will come true.
The Assurance of ChristÕs Return. If the Bible actually is GodÕs Word for
us, then we can have the assurance that Christ is coming back to raise the right-
eous dead and take us to live with Him. In John 14:1Ð3, Jesus Himself promises
to return:
Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In
my FatherÕs house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have
told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me
that you also may be where I am.
The apostle Paul promises ChristÕs glorious return and the resurrection of the
dead in 1 Thes 4:14Ð17:
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We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God
will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According
to the LordÕs own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who
are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and
with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we
will be with the Lord for ever.
From these texts you cannot be sure that He will come for you, but you can be
sure that He will come.
The Assurance of An Earth Made New. GodÕs Word promises us that
God will remake the earth after destroying it by fire and melting the very ele-
ments. If we trust God to keep His word, we have the assurance that those who
trust in Christ will live eternally on an earth made new. John writes, in Rev
21:1Ð4,
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw
the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ÒNow the dwelling of God
is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and
God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.
Here is GodÕs promise in Isaiah 66:22Ð23:
ÒAs the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure be-
fore me,Ó declares the LORD, Òso will your name and descendants
endure. From one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to an-
other, all mankind will come and bow down before me,Õ says the
LORD.Ó
As Paul often writes, ÒHere is a trustworthy sayingÓ (1 Tim 1:15, for example).
If God can be trusted, then His Word is true, all true. If His Word is true, then
we can be sure of all these things. If weÕre not sure of some of His Word, if we
doubt the Bible is reliable, then logically we should doubt these things, too. That
is why assurance is only for those who BELIEVE.
Evidences of Personal Assurance Salvation
But, you say, itÕs all very well to point out all this assurance we can have in
GodÕs faithfulness on the basis of GodÕs Word, but Òthe devils also believe, and
trembleÓ (James 2:19). What about our own salvation? Can there be any assur-
ance that we ourselves will be saved? There can, though itÕs always conditional
on being faithful to the end.
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Jesus says, to the church in Laodicea, ÒÔHere I am! I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with
him, and he with meÕÓ (Rev 3:20). Imagine the assurance of salvation as ChristÕs
Òopen door policy.Ó Once you have opened the door and invited Him in, as long
as you donÕt shut the door and refuse Him entrance He will keep on coming in
and eating with you. Those whose hearts are open to God and His guidance may
be assured of salvation. The only way they can lose out on salvation is to slam
the door and lock Christ out of their lives.
In Isa 66:2, God makes this precious promise: ÒÔThis is the one I esteem: he
who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.ÕÓ ThatÕs it ex-
actly. The assurance of salvation does not come from being able to count the
days or months or years since you last broke a commandment. It comes from the
evidence that your spirit is humble and contrite, quick to hear GodÕs bidding and
quick to take His advice and do what He asks, according to His Word and ac-
cording to the Holy SpiritÕs whisperings. As David prophesies, ÒThe sacrifices
of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not de-
spiseÓ (Psalm 51:17).
The continual response of the Òbroken and contrite heartÓ to GodÕs bidding
is, of course, obedienceÑhumble, grateful, and quietly joyful obedience. Many
New Testament verses call for obedience (e.g., Rom 1:5, 6:16; 2 Cor 9:13, 10:5;
1 Pet 1:2 ; 2 John 1:6). The most common Greek verb translated ÒobeyÓ is hu-
pakouo, which is derived from the words hupo, meaning Òunder,Ó and Òakouo,Ó
meaning Òhear.Ó We understand better what God means by ÒobedienceÓ If we
realize that its root meaning is Òunder hearing.Ó Obedience is not the perfect
performance of certain acts, but a continual listening for and hearing of GodÕs
bidding. ThatÕs what it means to be Òunder hearing.Ó As James 1:22 says, ÒBut
be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.Ó If we
really believe in God, if we really know Him and love Him, His wish is our
command. For a believer to hear His Word without doing His Word would be
ludicrous. If you do not do, either you have not really heard or you do not really
believe.
The assurance of salvation is not a matter of feelings, but evidence. It is not
proven by feeling overwhelmed during a meeting and bursting into tears. Saying
it is so does not make it so. The true assurance of salvation does not stem from a
lasting memory of something that happened once and never again.
Fortunately, the New Testament offers a number of evidences or criteria by
which we may obtain, as it were, scientific, experiential, and experimental as-
surance that if we are faithful, we will be saved (Heb 10:36; 1 Tim 4:16; James
1:4). There is evidence by which we may know we are not Òin ChristÓ and evi-
dence by which we may know we are Òin Christ.Ó If we are not Òin Christ,Ó per-
haps we may yet be savedÑafter all, it is God who is the Judge and who knows
hearts and knows who is savableÑbut we can certainly have no biblically-
authorized assurance of the fact.
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Will NOT Inherit Eternal Life:
When I was in college, I learned that Paul was the great apostle of salvation
by grace, utterly opposed to salvation by works. I learned that James, on the
other hand, was, as Luther said, Òan epistle of strawÓ because it taught salvation
by works. When my first son was born we decided to combine the two and
called him James Paul. This is, of course, a terribly wrong-headed analysis of
these two inspired writers.
The fact is that several times Paul lists those who specifically will not in-
herit eternal life. James and John also list characteristics of these people. Bear in
mind that these authors are not talking about those who have done these things
and repented or those who slip but repent and return to the Òpath of righteous-
ness,Ó but those who do these things and say there is nothing wrong with doing
themÑthose who walk in Òthe way of death.Ó Actually, they are not primarily
speaking about church members, but about Òthe wickedÓ who do not know God.
However, if we harbor such sins in our lives as cherished habitsÑthinking we
love God and God loves us, so these sins donÕt really matterÑthese verses defi-
nitely apply.
Bear in mind, too, that we must be very cautious, on the basis of ChristÕs
parable of the wheat and the tares, about judging church members and saying,
ÒHeÕs doing that, so he wonÕt be saved.Ó Use these evidences to judge yourself
and hear the SpiritÕs call to repentance.
LetÕs read through the verses that offer the most explicit evidences:
1 Cor 6:9Ð10 ÒDo you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom
of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters
nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves
nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit
the kingdom of God.Ó
Gal 5:19Ð21 ÒThe acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality,
impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jeal-
ousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy;
drunkenness, orgies [more accurately, ÒpartyingÓ], and the like. I warn
you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the king-
dom of God.Ó
Eph 5:3Ð6 ÒBut among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality,
or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for
GodÕs holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse
joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can
be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy personÑsuch a man is an idola-
terÑhas any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no-
one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things GodÕs
wrath comes on those who are disobedient.Ó
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Rom 13:12Ð14 ÒThe night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put
aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave de-
cently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual
immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather,
clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to
gratify the desires of the sinful nature.Ó
Rev 21:8 [Jesus speaking] ÒBut the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the
murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the
idolators and all liarsÑtheir place will be in the fiery lake of burning sul-
fur. This is the second death.Ó
Rev 21:27 ÒNothing impure will ever enter into it [the New Jerusalem], nor will
anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only whose whose
names are written in the LambÕs book of life.Ó
Rev. 22:14Ð15 [Jesus speaking] ÒÔBlessed are those who wash their robes, that
they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into
the city. Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually
immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and prac-
tices falsehood.ÕÓ
Heb 12:14 ÒMake every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy;
without holiness no-one will see the Lord.Ó
James 2:12Ð13 ÒSpeak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law
that gives freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to
anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!Ó
1 John 2:4 ÒThe man who says, ÔI know him,Õ but does not do what he com-
mands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.Ó
1 John 3:6 ÒNo-one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No-one who continues
to sin has either seen him or known him.Ó
1 John 3:10 ÒThis is how we know who the children of God are and who the
children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a
child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.Ó
1 John 3:14 ÒWe know that we have passed from death to life, because we love
our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death.Ó
1 John 3:15 ÒAnyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that
no murderer has eternal life in him.Ó
1 John 3:17 ÒIf anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need
but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?Ó
1 John 4:8 ÒWhoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.Ó
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3 John 11 ÒDear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone
who does what is good is from God. Anyone who does what is evil has not
seen God.Ó
LetÕs break these into categories. When we speak of Òsin,Ó we tend to think
of the Òbig ones,Ó such as fornication and murder, especially if we donÕt find
them tempting. GodÕs list, however, hits much closer to home. Look at those
who canÕt reasonably have the assurance of salvation:
Sex: Sexually immoral (6); Adulterers; Male Prostitutes; Homosexual offenders;
Impure (2); Debauched; Obscene
False Gods: Idolators [vile, shameful] (4); Practicers of Witchcraft; Practicers
of Magic Arts (2)
Physical Violence: Murderers (3); Thieves; Swindlers
Intemperance: Drunkards (3); Partiers [orgies] (2)
General Sinning: Sinners continually; Evildoers; Disobedient; Unbelievers
Spoken Sins: Liars [deceit, falsehood] (3); Slanderers; Sowers of discord; An-
ger [fits of rage]; Arguers [dissensions] (2); Members of factions; Foolish
talkers; Coarse jokers
Silent Sins: Greedy (2); Envious; Jealous; Selfishly ambitious; Haters; Cowards
Ungodliness: Loveless (3); Unmerciful; Ungenerous to the poor; Unholy.
This list should be enough to convince every one of us that Òby the works of
the law shall no flesh be justifiedÓ (Gal 2:16). As Paul writes, ÒCursed is every
one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to
do themÓ (Gal 3:10). If our assurance must be built on perfect performance, not
only can we have no assurance, but we can have no hope.
But there is hope, and there can be assurance. As Paul writes in Rom
7:24Ð25, ÒWhat a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? Thanks be to GodÑthrough Jesus Christ our Lord!Ó He also writes,
ÒWithout holiness no-one will see the LordÓ (Heb 12:14). We are called to holi-
ness, but we grow into holiness. Heb 10:14 says, Òby one sacrifice he has made
perfect for ever those who are being made holy.Ó Peter says that growing in vir-
tue as we mature as children of God makes sure our salvation.
His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godli-
ness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory
and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and pre-
cious promises, so that through them you may participate in the di-
vine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil de-
sires. For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godli-
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ness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness,
love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they
will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But if anyone does not have
them, he is short-sighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been
cleansed from his past sins. Therefore, my brothers, be all the more
eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these
things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. (2 Pet
1:3Ð11, emphasis added)
Do you find evidence in your life that you are Òbeing made holyÓ? When
God speaks to you through His Word or through His Spirit, do you say ÒYesÓ in
your Òbroken and contriteÓ heart and give that sin to your heavenly Father so He
can take it away and lead you in Òthe paths of righteousnessÓ? If so, you can
have assurance of salvation.
Perhaps you have one of these sins in your heart, but you donÕt care. Per-
haps you love one of these sins too much to give it up. Perhaps you donÕt see
anything wrong with it. Perhaps you excuse the sin as part of what makes you
human. Perhaps you say you were born that way or became that way because of
your parents. If this is how you feel, plead with God to break you open, because
as you stand perhaps you will be savedÑGod knowsÑbut you yourself can
have no assurance.
These sins serve as evidence. Since they are listed specifically as sins which
will keep us from eternal life, if one or more of them is deeply rooted in our
hearts, we can be sure that we cannot now have assurance of salvation.
For those on the Òpath of life,Ó it helps to see these sins and temptations as
road signs, side roads, and off-ramps. ÒWrong Way!Ó ÒDo Not Enter!Ó ÒCau-
tion!Ó ÒSharp Curve Ahead!Ó ÒSpeed Limit 55!Ó We can be on the right road and
still find these warnings, but if we do find these warnings, we must respond at
once and do the right thing about them.
Those who are born again tend to say ÒYes!Ó to God when He guides them,
but as they are Òbeing made holy,Ó they sometimes say ÒNo.Ó I know from expe-
rience that there is a cycle which those who are born again tend to go through if
they say ÒNoÓ to the Savior they say is their Lord:
1.  They are experiencing an open-hearted walk with God, hearing His
voice and responding.
2. God reveals a sin in their lives.
3. They deny itÕs a sin.
4. God stops talking to them and waits.
5. They finally notice the silence and wonder whatÕs wrong.
6. They remember what God has already revealed and they have denied.
7. They give the sin to God and He takes it out of their lives and gives
them victory.
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8. Once again they hear GodÕs voice and feel His peace and walk with
Him.
All this time, though, even when theyÕve stalled or seem to have run out of
gas, they are on the Òpath of life.Ó They can get off if they insist, but those who
are really on it rarely choose to get off for good, even though they may stall
quite often.
We KNOW we WILL Inherit Eternal Life
The Bible doesnÕt offer only negative evidence of our salvation. It also of-
fers positive evidence. A number of texts give us proofs by which Òwe knowÓ
we are in Christ and so will be saved. LetÕs look at some of these:
1 John 2:3Ð5a ÒWe know that we have come to know him [Christ] if we obey
his commands. The man who says, ÒI know him,Ó but does not do what he
commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But if anyone obeys his
word, GodÕs love is truly made complete in him.Ó
1 John 2:5bÐ6 ÒThis is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in
him must walk as Jesus did.Ó
1 John 3:14 ÒWe know that we have passed from death to life, because we love
our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death.Ó
1 John 3:18Ð20 ÒDear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with
actions and in truth. This then is how we know that we belong to the truth,
and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence whenever our hearts con-
demn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.Ó
1 John 3:21Ð22 ÒDear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have con-
fidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we
obey his commands and do what pleases him.
1 John 3:24 ÒThose who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And
this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave
us.Ó
1 John 4:6 ÒWe are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but who-
ever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the
Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.Ó
1 John 4:13 ÒWe know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given
us of his Spirit.Ó
1 John 4:15 ÒIf anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives
in him and he in God.Ó
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3 John 11 ÒDear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone
who does what is good is from God. Anyone who does what is evil has not
seen God.Ó
Rom. 8:16 ÒThe Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are GodÕs chil-
dren.Ó
Heb. 10:12Ð15 ÒBut when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. Since that time he waits for his
enemies to be made his footstool, because by one sacrifice he has made per-
fect for ever those who are being made holy. The Holy Spirit also testifies
to us about this.Ó
Just look at how sure the Bible tells us we can be:
We know we have come to know Him.
We know we are in Him.
We know we have passed from death to life.
We know we belong to the truth.
We know He lives in us
We know we live in Him and He in us.
We have confidence before God.
God lives in him and he in God.
We are GodÕs children.
If we have Òpassed from death to life,Ó if Òwe live in [Christ] and he in us,Ó
if ÒGod lives in [us] and [we] in God,Ó if Òwe are GodÕs children,Ó how can we
be lost? Only by leaving home and never coming back. Only by choosing the
Òway of deathÓ and refusing GodÕs pleas for us to return to the Òpath of right-
eousness.Ó Only by hardening our hearts and locking out the Holy Spirit.
We might also draw assurance from the Beatitudes spoken by Christ in the
Sermon on the Mount. If Jesus says, ÒBlessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filledÓ (Matt 5:6), can we take Him at
His word? Ellen White writes:
If you have a sense of need in your soul, if you hunger and thirst
after righteousness, this is an evidence that Christ has wrought upon
your heart, in order that He may be sought unto to do for you,
through the endowment of the Holy Spirit, those things which it is
impossible for you to do for yourself.4
Many people who claim to be Christians have never really surrendered to
God, have not given up their allegiance to the world, are not in Christ, are not
really adopted as GodÕs children, and so can have no assurance of salvation.
Their claims to assuranceÑalas!Ñare mere presumption. It is true that in this
                                                 
4
 Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing (Mountain View, CA: Pacific Press, 1956), 19 (empha-
sis added).
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life earthly lusts and the spirit are always at war in our bodies (see Rom
7:22Ð23). However, Jesus said, ÒNo-one can serve two mastersÓ (Matt 6:24).
John writes, ÒLove not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in himÓ (1 John 2:15).
A lot of Christians try to hold Òdual citizenship.Ó They want to be passport
carrying children of God so they can have eternal life, but they donÕt want to
give up their passport from the kingdom of this world. They want to fit in here.
They donÕt want to be seen as foreigners in this world. But God calls for us to be
Òstrangers and pilgrims,Ó Òa peculiar people,Ó different from the people around
us (1 Peter 2:11, 9).
Before we are truly ready to surrender our worldly passports and become
GodÕs adopted children, we often try GodÕs way for a whileÑperhaps for sev-
eral weeks or monthsÑthen return to our old lives. We may do this a number of
times.
This is like the home visits adoption agencies sometimes arrange for older
children who are being adopted. Sometimes there is a Òfoster homeÓ arrange-
ment for several months before children have to decide if they want to be
adopted by a family. Perhaps they stay for a weekend, then return to the orphan-
age and their friends and old ways. Then, because the family still wants them,
they stay for a week or two, getting used to strange ways of doing things, but
they arenÕt ready to commit themselves, so they return to the orphanage.5 Then
something terrible happens at the orphanage, and the children decide that being
adopted canÕt be worse than this, no matter how ÒdifferentÓ the family is.
Because a full surrender to God is so difficult for us until we have been
thoroughly broken by the suffering of this world and realize we canÕt save our-
selves, itÕs hard to be saved, even though itÕs free. (Bear in mind, though, that
this difficulty is due entirely to usÑnot to God, who is eager to save us.)
However, because those who have truly been born again and are Òin ChristÓ
are Ònew creationsÓ (2 Cor 5:17), itÕs also hard to be lost once youÕre saved.
Once youÕve really been transformed by the Holy Spirit and tasted the joys of
salvation and grown accustomed to GodÕs ways of doing things, you may fall
short of the mark now and then, your eyes may be drawn by some flashy bauble,
but why would you want to go back to something not nearly as joyful?
Ò[T]hose who have been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift,
who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of
God, and the powers of the coming age,Ó as Paul puts it in Heb 6:4Ð6, may trip
and fall daily, but they do not easily Òfall away.Ó6
                                                 
5
 1 John 2:19 comes very close to this analogy: “They went out from us, but they did not really
belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going
showed that none of them belonged to us.”
6
 In this passage Paul is of course stating that if those who experience these things fully “fall
away,” it is “impossible” for them to “be brought back to repentance.” We must temper this, how-
ever, with the good news that the Prodigal Son left home for a long time, but evidently did not en-
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LetÕs review these evidences of salvation on which we can base our assur-
ance. GodÕs Word says we can have assurance of salvation:
If we obey ChristÕs commands to love God and one another (2);
If we love our brothers (2);
If our hearts (or consciences) donÕt condemn us;
If we walk as Jesus did;
If we listen to John (and others from God, as found in GodÕs Word);
If we acknowledge Christ as GodÕs Son;
If we do what is good; and
If we have the Holy Spirit in us (4).
Actually, we find here a recipe for a holy life: a life of love, goodness, and
obedience, guided by the Word and the Spirit. Those who live this life are al-
ready experiencing salvation, so of course they can have assurance.
How does ÒThe Spirit himself testif[y] with our spirit that we are GodÕs
childrenÓ (Rom 8:16)? In three ways. First, the Spirit gives us His fruits: Òlove,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
controlÓ (Gal 5:22Ð23). When we begin finding these have become part of our
characterÑquite uncharacteristicallyÑwe are noting the Holy Spirit at work,
and if the Holy Spirit is doing this kind of work in us, that is evidence on which
we can base assurance. Second, the Spirit gives us spiritual gifts which help us
serve others and gives us the zeal to serve others. If we feel this urge to serve,
where before we were afraid to serve, that too is evidence which should assure
us. Third, the Spirit Òtestifies with our spirit,Ó comforting us, telling us God
loves us, telling us Òwe are GodÕs children.Ó If we hear the true voice of the
Comforter assuring us, we have evidence which should make us feel sure.
Probably the best biblical explanation of our assurance of salvation is in
PaulÕs ÒadoptionÓ metaphor found in Eph 1:5, Rom 8:13Ð23; Rom 9:4; and Gal
4:4Ð5. If we are GodÕs children and stick close to our adopted Heavenly Father,
we will be saved.
Imagine a little homeless girl adopted by a wealthy family and taken to live
in their mansion. Instead of enjoying herself as she learns the familyÕs ways,
instead of learning to walk and talk and dress and think like a member of the
family, she is shy as a mouse and always has an anxious look on her face.
ÒWhatÕs wrong?Ó her new mother asks her.
ÒIÕm afraid IÕll do something wrong and youÕll send me back to the streets.Ó
ÒBut weÕve adopted you, dear,Ó her new mother says. ÒYou belong to us,
now, and we belong to you. WeÕre never going to send you back. ThatÕs not
even possible. If you want to leave us and never come back, you can, but we
                                                                                                              
tirely “fall away,” as Jesus has him coming back. It is also the case—appalling though it is to admit
it—that the great majority of those calling themselves baptized Christians have never been willing to
accept this level of intimacy with their Lord. Thus, though they may not be saved, they cannot be
said to have “fallen away” from something they never had.
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canÕt send you back. WeÕve signed the papers. ItÕs official. You donÕt get un-
adopted when you do something wrong and adopted again when you apologize!
ThatÕs not how it works! As long as youÕre willing to stay here and be part of
the family, you can, for the rest of your life. If you make a mistake, come tell us
about it and weÕll forgive you. But donÕt worry that weÕre about to send you out
on the street again.Ó
Jesus says, ÒEnter into the joy of thy lordÓ (Matt 25:21). Have you done
that?
Consider the laws God gave His chosen people. When Israelites sinned or
became unclean they had to repent and offer a sacrifice or go through a cleans-
ing ceremony. However, when they sinned they didnÕt stop being GodÕs cove-
nant people until they repented. Instead, they became covenant people who
needed to turn back to God.
Likewise, when GodÕs adopted children sin they donÕt stop being His chil-
dren until they say theyÕre sorry. When you commit a sin, you are not lost until
you repent. The idea of being lost and saved again a hundred times a day is sim-
ply not biblical. If we live in a constant attitude of being obediently Òunder
hearing,Ó if we have a Òhumble and contrite heartÓ easily touched by GodÕs
Spirit, we can live and bear witness to others in full assurance.
This is the Gospel: ÒJesus calls you to follow Him, whatever the cost. If you
are willing to trust Him enough to turn yourself over to Him completely, heÕll
transform you and make you like Him. And when He begins doing that, you will
have evidence that even though you are still growing in Him and making mis-
takes now and then, you belong to Him. And you can be sure He will return and
give you eternal life unless you insist on turning away from Him and never
coming back.Ó7
Ellen White touches the heart of assurance so well in her book Steps to
Christ that she deserves to be quoted at length:
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 J. R. Spangler writes, in one of the most important SDA articles on this topic, “One of the
greatest hindrances to our evangelistic outreach is, I feel, a lack of assurance on the part of our peo-
ple. How can we share our faith in Christ unless we know that God has accepted us as His son or
daughter? And how can we know we are His child unless we base our acceptance solely on Christ’s
merits alone? This is the foundation on which our love for Christ and motivation for His service are
built” (“From the Editor: What Assurance of Salvation Can a Seventh-day Adventist Christian
Have?” Ministry, February 1979, 20–22). This editorial is continued in June 1979, 22–23. Other
useful SDA articles on the topic include the following: Frank B. Holbrook, “Does the Judgment
Jeopardize Assurance?” Adventist Review, 22 July 1982, 6–8; Israel Leito, “The Assurance of Salva-
tion: Finding Our Anchorage in “the Sure Word of Prophecy,” Adventist Review, 30 October 1997,
30–31; Robert S. Folkenberg, “In Full Assurance,” Adventist Review, 30 October 1997, 56; Robert S.
Folkenberg, “Called to Assurance—In Christ,” Adventist Review, 28 October 1993, 6–9; Robert S.
Folkenberg, “Assurance in Christ,” Adventist Review, 7 May 1992, 13; A. C. McClure, “Growing Up
Worried: How to Have Assurance in the End-Time,” Adventist Review, [n.d.] October 1996, 9–10;
David N. Marshall, “Watch Out for ‘Grace-Busters’!” Adventist Review, 8 October 1992, 8–9; Sandy
Eickmann, “To Be Right With God,” Adventist Review, 29 October 1988, 57–59.
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While the work of the Spirit is silent and imperceptible, its effects are
manifest. If the heart has been renewed by the Spirit of God, the life
will bear witness to the fact. While we cannot do anything to change
our hearts or to bring ourselves into harmony with God; while we
must not trust at all to ourselves or our good works, our lives will re-
veal whether the grace of God is dwelling within us. A change will be
seen in the character, the habits, the pursuits. The contrast will be
clear and decided between what they have been and what they are.
The character is revealed, not by occasional good deeds and occa-
sional misdeeds, but by the tendency of the habitual words and acts.
It is true that there may be an outward correctness of deportment
without the renewing power of Christ. The love of influence and the
desire for the esteem of others may produce a well-ordered life. Self-
respect may lead us to avoid the appearance of evil.  A selfish heart
may perform generous actions. By what means, then, shall we deter-
mine whose side we are on?
Who has the heart? With whom are our thoughts? Of whom do
we love to converse? Who has our warmest affections and our best
energies? If we are ChristÕs, our thoughts are with Him, and our
sweetest thoughts are of Him. We long to bear His image, breathe
His spirit, do His will, and please Him in all things.
Those who become new creatures in Christ Jesus will bring forth
the fruits of the Spirit, Òlove, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.Ó Galatians 5:22, 23. They
will no longer fashion themselves according to the former lusts, but
by the faith of the Son of God they will follow in His steps, reflect
His character, and purify themselves even as He is pure. The things
they once hated they now love, and the things they once loved they
hate. The proud and self-assertive become meek and lowly in heart.
The vain and supercilious become serious and unobtrusive. The
drunken become sober, and the profligate pure. The vain customs and
fashions of the world are laid aside. . . . There is no evidence of
genuine repentance unless it works reformation.8
I praise God for the assurance of salvation which I have and which you can
have, too, if youÕre willing to be adopted and accept GodÕs name as your own!
IÕve known what it is to not be sure, and I know many people who arenÕt sure.
Many of them, of course, shouldnÕt be sure and canÕt be sure. But what of those
who really could, if only they were willing to trust in Jesus and take Him at His
word? Are you in this number?
The assurance of salvation is like putting on a soft fleece sweater on a chilly
morning. ItÕs comforting. It feels delicious. I roll my shoulders and twist my
neck back and forth and bask in the warmth of it. ItÕs a warmth that relaxes me
and frees me to work efficiently instead of shivering with cold.
As Paul writes, ÒGod hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and
of love, and of a sound mindÓ (2 Tim 1:7). I have a friend who is a lawyer. For
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 Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ (Mountain View, CA: Pacific Press, [1892; rev. 1896], n.d.],
57–59 [emphasis added].
JOURNAL OF THE ADVENTIST THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
258
the first few years after he joined a major law firm he worked long hours in con-
stant terror that if he didnÕt he would be fired. Now he is a partner in the firm.
He still works long hours, but he is no longer afraid. Now he is confident of his
position in the firm, and because of that confidence he is a more effective
worker, and at last he can enjoy his work.
GodÕs Word offers us a number of evidences by which we may be sure of
our salvation. God offers us a confidence which allows us to serve Him with joy
and peace instead of in constant fear. This assurance leads to a quiet glow of
GodÕs presence which leads the heart to gratitude and praise. As Fanny Crosby
writes, ÒO, what a foretaste of glory divine.Ó
GodÕs Word tells us we can be confident of His love. We can be confident
of His care. We can be confident of GodÕs mercy. We can be confident He has
died for us. If we have these evidences in our lives, we can be confident that we
are GodÕs children, that we belong to Him, that He belongs to us, that we are in
Him, that He is in us. We can be confident He will never forsake us, even
though we can forsake Him.
This is the assurance God offers us. If we are walking with God and our
hearts do not condemn us, if the Holy Spirit is not being shut out but obeyed, we
can be confident that if we do not turn away, we will be saved. We can be confi-
dent that even if we should die suddenly, Satan cannot claim us, because we live
in an attitude of submission to God. We are His children, His holy ones.9
There is a false assurance which is really presumption.10 But this is the true
assurance of salvation.11 This assurance is Òbeing sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not see,Ó as Paul writes in Heb. 11:1, defining faith. As-
surance and certainty are synonyms. That means assurance is an important part
of real faith, the kind of faith that makes you willing to go where God asks you
to go and do what God asks you to do, even when it doesnÕt make any sense.
Do you know this assurance? If you donÕt, why not? WouldnÕt you like to?
                                                 
9 Ellen White writes, in ChristÕs Object Lessons (419Ð420), ÒThe religion of Christ means
more than the forgiveness of sin; it means taking away our sins, and filling the vacuum with the
graces of the Holy Spirit. It means divine illumination, rejoicing in God. It means a heart emptied of
self, and blessed with the abiding presence of Christ. When Christ reigns in the soul, there is purity,
freedom from sin. The glory, the fullness, the completeness of the gospel plan is fulfilled in the life.
The acceptance of the Saviour brings a glow of perfect peace, perfect love, perfect assurance. The
beauty and fragrance of the character of Christ revealed in the life testifies that God has indeed sent
His Son into the world to be its Saviour.Ó
10 ÒNo repentance is genuine that does not work reformation. The righteousness of Christ is not
a cloak to cover unconfessed and unforsaken sin; it is a principle of life that transforms the character
and controls the conduct. Holiness is wholeness for God; it is the entire surrender of heart and life to
the indwelling of the principles of heaven.Ó Ellen White, Desire of Ages (555Ð556).
11 ÒIn the new birth the heart is brought into harmony with God, as it is brought into accord
with His law. When this mighty change has taken place in the sinner, he has passed from death unto
life, from sin unto holiness, from transgression and rebellion to obedience and loyalty.Ó Ellen White,
The Great Controversy (468).
